Balamuthia mandrillaris Granulomatous Amebic Encephalitis With Renal Dissemination in a Previously Healthy Child: Case Report and Review of the Pediatric Literature.
Balamuthia mandrillaris is a recently described ameba known to cause a subacute to chronic central nervous system infection called granulomatous amebic encephalitis. Evidence suggests that apparently immunocompetent persons are at risk for disease and show a similar nonspecific presentation to that of immunodeficient persons. However, evidence of hematogenous dissemination, which has been found in immunodeficient patients, has been lacking in immunocompetent patients. Here, we describe a previously healthy patient with B mandrillaris-associated granulomatous amebic encephalitis in whom both central nervous system and renal disease were found during autopsy, which suggests hematogenous dissemination. We also provide a comprehensive review of the pediatric literature on this disease and its clinical presentation in children.